
SOSC1000A – Introduction to Social Science 
Tutorial 17 ACE010 Friday 12:30-14:30 

 
TA: Pamela Clark 

E-mail: pdclark@yorku.ca 
Tutorial Website: http://www.sosc1000.wordpress.com 

 
Office Hours: R S710, Fridays 14:30 – 15:30 by request 

 
 

Course Goals 
To introduce students to major approaches and methods of various social science disciplines 
such as anthropology, economics, history, political science, psychology, and sociology. This 
class focuses on the development of critical thinking and analytical writing skills. 
 
 
Group Leader Assignment 
During the first week of each semester, you will sign up to be “group leader” for one week’s 
tutorial that semester. These assignments are worth 5% each (10% total) of your course grade.  
 
 
Your Participation Grade 
You should arrive at tutorial each week having completed your assigned readings and prepared 
to discuss the substance of the text, its implications, and to formulate your own critical analysis 
of the text. Your participation grade for this tutorial is worth 10% of your overall mark, and 
depends on three components: 
 
i. Attendance: I expect that you attend all tutorials, barring extenuating circumstances. In this 
course, you will not gain marks for showing up, but you will lose marks for repeated lates or 
absences. To be excused from attendance without penalty requires documentation or advanced 
approval. Any student who repeatedly misses tutorial without excuse forfeits 1% of their 
participation grade per tutorial missed.  Students who are repeatedly late will lose 0.5% per late. 
 
ii. Active Engagement with Material. 
Verbal Option: You should make at least one substantive verbal comment during each week’s 
tutorial. Good “substantive” verbal comments may: demonstrate knowledge of the course 
reading, identify a link between course material and a contemporary or historical social issue, 
discuss a criticism you may have with the readings, ask a question for purposes of your own 
clarification, or respond to a question I or one of your fellow students have asked. 
 
Written Option: If you do not make a substantive verbal comment during a given week’s tutorial, 
to receive participation credit you must submit a 250-word commentary in response to 
something said in that week’s tutorial. You must specifically engage with others’ comments 
during tutorial, not simply the course readings. Note that your commentary is not a summary of 
the readings, nor is it a summary or superficial dis/approval of others’ comments during tutorial. 
Rather, it should enhance, criticize, or differently contextualize in some way, a comment or 



theme of discussion that I, or one of your fellow students, contributed to that week’s tutorial 
discussion. Your commentary must be submitted to me by email by 12:00pm Monday (after 
tutorial) relating to that specific week’s discussion. This written participation option is more 
arduous than the verbal option, so I strongly encourage you to make a concerted effort to speak 
in tutorial. 
 
iii. In-class Assignments: Very occasionally you may be asked to complete small writing 
assignments in class- for example, a reflection on a film we may watch. These will also count 
toward your participation grade. 
 
 
Course Assignments 
I will personally grade all of your essays and tests over the duration of the course. I do not 
accept assignments by email, unless you have advance permission. Please be aware of my 
policies: 
 
Extensions: I am very (very!) flexible about deadlines provided you request extensions in 
advance. If you have any anticipated problems meeting a deadline, you must request an 
extension a minimum of one week ahead of the original assignment due date. Late requests 
cannot be accommodated without medical, legal, or other appropriate documentation.  
 
Grading Criteria: I give extensive written feedback on essays. Generally, the primary criteria 
according to which papers will be graded are: 1. Quality of writing (the structure and clarity of 
your arguments, as well as grammar), 2. Fully responding to the question/topic as asked, 3. 
Demonstrated understanding of text, 4. Analytical and argumentative strength. 
 
Contesting Your Grade: If you have any concerns about your grade on an essay or test, you must 
wait a minimum of three days after you receive your grade to speak to me (either in person or by 
email) about it. If after speaking to me you decide that you would like to contest your grade, you 
must resubmit your assignment to me to be re-graded, along with a letter indicating the basis of 
your objection to the original grade. This option is only to be pursued if you legitimately believe 
that there is an error with your original mark. TAs do make mistakes with grading. I am happy to 
re-grade assignments if you believe I have made an error in evaluating your work. But keep in 
mind that you are stuck with whatever grade you receive for your re-grade, and your mark can go 
down just as easily as it can go up. 
 
Plagiarism: Please, please, please take seriously York’s policies on academic honesty. 
Familiarize yourselves with correct citation practices, and ask me for help if you have any 
questions or uncertainties. Suspected or confirmed plagiarism on any course assignments will be 
immediately referred to Professor Conlin and the department to proceed with a formal case.  
 
Receiving Your Graded Assignments: I will bring your graded assignment to tutorial to hand 
back to you within two weeks of when you submit it. I do not lug unclaimed assignments to class 
week after week! If you are not present on the day your assignment is handed back, you must 
contact me to arrange for me to bring it to you for another tutorial or meeting. 

 


